
Rejection Sensitivity Mediates the Association Between Adverse Childhood Experiences 
and Depression Among Adolescents

Marina Mlinac, Madeleine Reinhardt, Marissa Dongarra
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Elizabeth GoncyINTRODUCTION

Research has shown that risk factors such
as adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)
associate with adverse mental health
outcomes including depression, which affects
15.8% of US adolescents as of 2019 (Daly,
2021; van Duin et al., 2019).

• Adverse Childhood Experiences, or ACEs, are
incidents of emotional, physical, or sexual
abuse, or household dysfunction preceding
the age of 18.

• Rejection Sensitivity is described as a
cognitive-affective approach to anxiously
anticipate rejection.

RESULTS

• There was a significant association between
ACEs and Depression.
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